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Jo  the  Shainricm  and  jYterribers  of  the  Urban  2)'S*r'et  Souneil. 

GENTLEMEN,— 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your 
District  for  the  year  1903,  including  averages  for  the  ten  preceding  years, 
1893 — 1902  inclusive. 

There  were  enumerated  5293  persons  in  your  District  at  the  last  census 
(1901),  and  on  this  number  the  statistics  for  the  year  are  based.  It  will  be  seen 
from  Table  I.,  that  there  were  1161  inhabited  houses,  and  that  the  average 
number  of  persons  per  house  was  4  A. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

There  were  registered  during  the  year  160  births,  of  which  81  were  male 
and  79  female.  This  gives  a  birth-rate  of  30 '2  per  thousand  inhabitants,  com¬ 
pared  with  29 T  for  1902.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years 
was  30 7. 

The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  District  were  70,  39  being  males  and 
31  females,  giving  a  death-rate  of  13 '2  per  thousand  inhabitants,  compared  with 
12  for  1902.  The  average  death-rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years  was  15 '8. 
There  was,  however,  one  death  of  a  resident  in  an  institution  beyond  the 
District,  which  brings  the  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  District  up  to  71,  and  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  death-rate  to  13-4. 

Six  inquests  were  held  during  the  year. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  District  was  90,  the  same  as  the 
two  preceding  years. 

The  infant  mortality,  calculated  on  the  number  of  deaths  in  children 
under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  registered  births,  was  112-5,  as  compared 
with  123'4  for  last  year.  The  average  for  the  ten  preceding  years  was  144'2. 
There  were  18  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  (vide  Table  IV.),  and  of  these 
3  died  from  premature  birth,  3  from  congenital  heart  disease,  and  only  2  from 
tubercular  diseases. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Thirty-two  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz., 


Infectious 
Diseases 

(Notification}  scarlet  fever  22,  enteric  fever  4,  and  erysipelas  6.  In  the  preceding  year  the 
and  1899.  notifications  numbered  90. 


Death-rate  The  zymo^c  mortality  was  one,  due  to  whooping  cough.  This  gives  a 

zymotic  death-rate  of  '02,  as  compared  with  '08  for  last  year. 

Small-pox.  As  reported  last  year,  the  Leicestershire  Small-pox  Hospital  Committee 

is  now  responsible  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  this  disease  which  occur  in  your 
District,  and  your  Council  contributes  to  the  maintenance  of  an  Isolation  Hospital 
for  such  cases.  No  cases  occurred  in  your  District  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  Twenty-two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these  17  occurred 

in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  should  be  considered  the  continuation  of 
the  epidemic  which  existed  during  the  last  months  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
remainder  occurred  sporadically  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months. 

Diphtheria.  'No  cases  were  notified.  It  any  occur,  anti-diphtheritic  serum  can  be 

supplied  for  preventive  use. 

Erysipelas.  Six  cases  were  notified,  all  mild  in  character. 


Enteric  Fever 


There  were  notified  4  cases  of  this  disease  during  December,  two  in  one 
house  in  Sullington  road,  and  two  in  the  Ring  fence.  One  of  the  latter  cases 
was  removed  to  Charnwood  road  prior  to  notification,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  three  infected  areas.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  in 
which  these  cases  occurred  were  far  from  satisfactory.  In  one  instance,  the  well 
(a  draw-well)  was  in  close  proximity  to  earth  closets,  which  communicated  with 
a  deep  wet  ashpit,  and  there  was  no  proper  drainage.  In  the  other  the  drains 
were  not  connected  with  the  sewer.  These  cases  formed  the  commencement  of 
an  epidemic  of  this  disease,  and  will  be  further  reported  on  in  the  Report 
for  1904. 


Measles.  One  or  two  cases  were  seen  during  the  year. 

Whooping  This  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  months  of  January  and  February, 

one  case  ending  fatally. 


Chicken-pox.  Chicken-pox  remained  notifiable  till  April  3rd,  1903,  but  no  cases  were 

notified.  It  was,  however,  very  prevalent  in  October  and  November. 


Disinfection.  Disinfectants  (including  Sanitas  and  Jayes’  Fluid,  and  carbolic  powder) 

are  supplied  to  houses  in  which  cases  of  ^infectious  diseases  exist,  and  on  the 
termination  of  the  disease  the  houses  are  disinfected  with  sulphur  candles.  The 
Schools  were  disinfected  twice  during  the  year. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Epidemic  During  1903  your  District  was  wonderfully  free  from  epidemic  influenza. 

Influenza  and 
Neumonia.  lhere 

terminated  fatally. 


were,  however,  several  cases  of  pneumonia  during  March,  of  which  one 


* 
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Phthisis  and 
other  tuberc¬ 
ular  diseases. 


Ten  deaths  were  due  to  phthisis,  as  compared  with  six  in  1902,  nine  in 
1901,  seven  in  1900,  and  nine  in  1899.  This  disease  caused  one-seventh  of  the 
total  deaths  for  the  year.  As  phthisis  is  now  considered  an  infectious  disease,  I 
would  recommend  that  your  Council  adopt  voluntary  notification,  so  that  steps 
may  be  taken  for  the  prevention  of  further  cases,  such  as  instructions  to  patients 
and  their  relatives  as  to  isolation,  ventilation,  the  proper  disposal  of  the  expect¬ 
oration,  and  the  disinfection  of  rooms  in  the  case  of  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Five  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 
This  compares  very  favourably  with  the  two  previous  years  (nine  in  1902,  and 
eleven  in  1901). 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  is  supplied  by  wells.  Twenty-two  samples  of  water  were 
examined  during  the  year,  and  of  these  five  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking. 
Six  new  wells  were  opened,  and  four  cleaned  out.  Some  arrangement  does  exist 
between  the  Corporation  of  Loughborough  and  this  Council  for  a  public  water 
supply  from  the  Blackbrook  Water-works  ;  but  as  these  Works  are  far  from 
completion,  it  may  be  some  time  before  such  a  supply  is  available. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  man-holes  in  the  streets  have  been  regularly  attended  to.  Eight 
new  connections  have  been  made  with  the  public  sewers,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Surveyor,  and  he  reports  that  there  was  less  than  an  inch  of  deposit  in 
the  main  sewers.  In  September  it  was  discovered  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
water  from  the  Cotton-mill  brook  was  gaining  admission  to  the  sewer.  This 
was  remedied. 

The  sewage  is  delivered  to  a  detritus  chamber,  from  which  there  is  a 
storm  over-flow.  It  is  then  conveyed  to  the  farm,  which  consisted  of  six  acres 
of  land  planted  with  osiers.  In  my  report  for  1902,  I  stated  that  the  farm  was 
far  from  satisfactory,  and  that  the  effluent  was  bad  ;  but  now  I  am  pleased  to 
be  able  to  report  a  great  improvement  here.  The  osiers  were  cut,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  land  cleaned.  A  bank  was  formed  round  the  osier  bed,  so  that  the 
sewage  now  filters  through  the  land  instead  of  running  off  the  surface.  As  the 
result  of  this,  and  better  attention  to  the  distribution  of  the  sewage,  the  effluent 
is  all  that  could  be  desired.  An  additional  five  acres  of  land  have  been  leased, 
and  steps  are  now  being  taken  for  the  preparation  of  this  for  the  disposal  of 
sewage.  I  still  recommend  that  the  osiers  be  cut  and  the  land  cleaned  annually. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  nightsoil  is  removed  by  a  contractor,  who  has  given  satisfaction 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  pans  to  be  emptied  was  268,  an  increase  of  14 
on  the  number  for  last  year. 

The  house  refuse  is  removed  monthly  by  your  Council’s  men.  There  are 
still  some  inhabitants  who  will  not  collect  such  rubbish  in  boxes  ready  for 
removal,  and  consequently  do  not  benefit  from  this  arrangement. 


I-  V. 
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Common 

Lodging 

Houses. 

I  )airies,  ( \>w 
sheds,  and 
Milk -shops 
<  )rder. 


Bakehouses 

and 

Slaughter 

Houses. 


NUISANCES. 

House  to  house  inspections  have  been  made  in  localities  where  old 
properties  exist,  with  the  result  that  much  improvement  in  the  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  has  been  made.  During  the  year  two  workshops  in  Chapel  street  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  At  the  end  of  the  year  one  was 
still  occupied. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  in  your  District  11  factories  and  26  workshops.  These  were 
inspected  and  found  to  be  generally  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In  a  few 
instances  notices  were  given  for  lime-washing,  &c.,  which  were  immediately 
complied  with.  As  regards  home-work,  care  is  taken  that  such  is  not  done  in 
unwholesome  or  infected  dwellings. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Twenty-four  plans  were  passed  for  new  buildings,  which  included  1 1 
dwelling  houses.  Your  officials  examine  all  plans  in  order  that  the  bye-laws 
may  be  adhered  to. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Acts  adopted  by  your  Council  are: — The  Burials  Act,  the  Public 
Libraries  Act,  and  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

There  is- no  Public  Library. 

None  exist  in  the  District. 

As  milk  may  be  the  means  of  spreading  infectious  disease,  I  would 
recommend  that  your  Council  adopt  the  Regulations  under  this  Order.  It 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Council  to  supervise  the  milk  supply. 

These  were  inspected,  and  generally  found  satisfactory.  In  some  cases 
notices  were  sent  for  lime-washing,  &c.  There  is  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  in 
your  District. 

THE  TABLES. 

These  have  been  filled  up  as  far  as  they  refer  to  the  District. 


RESUME. 

The  low  death-rate  for  the  year,  though  a  slight  increase  on  that  for 
1902,  is  very  satisfactory,  and  compares  most  favourably  with  the  average 
death-rate  for  the  ten  preceding  years. 


■ 


♦  :  '  ii  «  . 


6 


The  infant  mortality  is  lower  than  that  for  last  year,  and  also  lower  than 
the  average  for  the  last  decade. 

Compared  with  last  year,  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  is 
less,  and  there  is  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  zymotic  death-rate. 

The  great  improvement  of  the  sewerage  farm  is  a  matter  of  con¬ 
gratulation. 

I  strongly  recommend  your  Council  to  consider  the  adoption  of  Voluntary 
Notification  of  Phthisis,  and  the  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and 
Milk-shops  Order. 

The  general  sanitary  state  of  the  District  is  good. 


I  have  the  honour,  Gentlemen,  to  remain, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


She  [Hiked, 

March ,  IhUJi. 


THOMAS  BELL. 


TABLE  I.  TABLE  III. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1903  and  previous  Years.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1903. 
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Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages 
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Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 
Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  b; 
Total  population  at  all  ages,  at  census  of  1901,  5293. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  .  „  „  1161. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,,  4-4. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1903. 


Deaths 

IN  OR 

BELONGING  TO  WHOLE 

District  at  subjoined 

AGES. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

U  nder 

1  Year. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
05. 

05  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small -pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  croup 
Croup 

1 

1 

... 

(  Typhus 

Fever  N  Enteric 

t Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

3 

3 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis 

10 

... 

1 

6 

3 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

4 

•  .  . 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Pleurisy 

•  • 

... 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

... 

... 

Alcoholism  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

... 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

3 

3 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition 

... 

.  •  . 

Heart  diseases  ... 

10 

3 

1 

3 

3 

Accidents 

2 

... 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

Suicides 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

24 

4 

1 

... 

6 

13 

All  causes 

... 

70 

18 

6 

3 

7 

15 

21 

.  • 
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